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did not apparently trouble them, even if they ever reflected on
the subject.

Parliament Replaces the Privy Council. It will have become
evident that the constitutional method of economic control had
completely changed. Under Elizabeth Parliament passed general
regulations and left the government to carry out the details.
We saw how an efficient Privy Council carried state control into
every nook and cranny of the realm. After 1660 the Privy
Council ceased to rule in home politics. Parliament assumed
the right not merely to legislate but also to control administra-
tion, and from the point of view of industry there is no question
that it was the less efficient instrument. It was too clumsy,
too slow to move, too much affected by popular passion and
sentiment to carry out so delicate a task. Above all, in the
clash of warring interests it was too much exposed to the tempta-
tions of bribery. The corniption of public life in the eighteenth
century was on something the same scale as that of the later
Roman Republic, an octopus whose tentacles embraced the whole
body politic. Only a highly trained professional body of officials,
free to act and alter from day to day, can carry out successfully
a minute control of industry; under the looser parliamentary
control evasion of the law was rife. It is not surprising that the
dominant figures in the popular imagination of the eighteenth
century are the smuggler and the highwayman.

The Relief of Poverty* The careful administration of the
Poor Law of 1601 reused with the downfall of the monarchy,
while the Civil War naturally increased the vagrant class. We
have already noticed the abuses that led to the Act of Settlement
of if>f>2 and the still worse evils that followed in its train. The
increased industry of the country did not succeed in employing
the bulk of the casual and squatter class; the progress of
enclosures, though slow, still throw out of regular employment
a considerable number of agricultural labourers ; and during
the period i(>0o-i723 the poor-rate rose continuously. Many
remedies were proposed, all based on the idea of setting the
p*ut|>er to work, but it was not easy. Agriculture did not need